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ANINTAL CONTROL ORDINANCE
COUNTY OF PRESQUE ISLE

STATE OF NIICHIGAN

A'ordinance lo regtrlate the existence, orvnership, use and treatment ofdogs, cats and
other animals in the county ofPresque Isle for the purpose ofprolecting the health and
salety of the citizens therein; ro establish the office of Animal control officer u.ithin the
Presque Isle County Sherifl-s office. and to define the duties and ar.rthority thereof; and
to provide a penalty for the violation hereof; and to repeat Ordinance as amended:

The County of Presque Isle Ordinance:

Section l: SHORT TITLE. This ordinance shall be knos n. and may be designated as
"The Anintal Control Ordinance of the County of Presque [s]e. State of N,lichigan."

Section 2: DEFINITIONS. As used rn this ordinance the follorr.ins tenns are defined
belon':

Elery non-human specic-s of aninral, both domestic and rr.ild.

Dog Pound: An1' lacility operated by a hunrane societv, or rtrunicipal or countr,arencv,
or its aLrthorized agents, for the purpose of inrpounding anirnals under the authoritv of
this ordinance or State Las. lor carc-, conlinement, retunt to ou.ncr, adoption or
erLthltrasia.

Groonring Shop: r\ conrnrercial establishnrent u here animals are bntired. cliuoetl.
p lttcketl, or other\\'isc groomed.

Humane Officer or Animal Control Oflicer: Any person designated by the State ol'
illichigan, a rnunicipal go'enlrent, or ir hLrnrane societv as a la.' enforcement olficer
rrho is qualified to perfomr such duties under the la*s of this State.

Kennel or Catterr': Any prerrriscs *hercin any person en_eages in thc business of
boarding. breeding, bLrying. letting for hire, training for a fee. or selling dogs or cats.

O* ner: Anv pelsons, partnership or corporatiorr ou'ning. kec.ping or harboring onc or
trrore attirtrals. An animal shall bc tleenrcd to be harbored if it is fld or shelrered fbr three
consec Lrtive davs or nrore.

Not Linder Reasonable Control: Thc tenl "not ultder reasonable contr.ol" shall ntearr
thc e\istence ofan aninrtl not untlcr any ofthe conditious dctlned in "Reasonablc
Control 'or thc e\istencL. ofan aninLrl und!-r anv of the conditions defined in
"Reasonuble Control". u hich aninral uonetheless corlnrits Canrt-qc' to tlte persolt or
propcrl_v of iury orre otlrr'r thln the or', ner. e\ci-pt \\ hen in thc dcfcnse of its orr n..r or his
I anr i I y' or propcrt-v-.



lerforming Animrl Exhibition: Any spectacle, display, act or e!.ent, other than
circuses, in rvhich perlorming animals are used.

Pgt or Companion Animal: Any animal kept for pleasure rather than utility, an animal
ofa species that has been bred and raised to lir-e in or about the habitation ofhunrans and
is dependent r.rpon people for food and shelter.

Pet Shop: Any person, partnership or corporalion, rvhether operated separately or in
connection $'ith another business enterprise (except for a licensed kennel), that buys, sells
or boards ANY species of animal.

Public Nuisance: Any animal or animals that unreasonably, endanger the lile or health of
other animals or person(s), or substantially interfere rvith Iife or p.op.,ty. The tenn public
nursance animal shall mean and include, but is not limited to, anv aniural that:

-ls repeatedly found at large
-Damages the propeny ofan)oue other than its orvner
-NIolests or intimidates pedestrians or passcrsby
-Chases vehic les
-Excessively nrakes disturbing noises, inciucling. but not linritctl to, continued antl

repeated barki'g, horvling, rvhining or other Lrtterances causing unreasonable
anno'ance, disturbance or discor'fort to neighbors or others in close proxinrit). to the
premises rr. here the aninral is kept or harbored

-lsoffensireordangeroustorhepLrblichealth,safetrorrielt-arc-b;,rirrueofthenuprber
and/or types of animals maintainc.d

-Attacks other dorlestic animals; or
-Has beeu found by tlre Animal Control Olllcer, after notice to its ou ner and a hearing to

b,-'a public nuisance animal by'irt.e of being a nlerace to the public health. ,".".elfarJor
s a fety.

Reasonable control: The ternr "Reasonable co.trol" sliall .rean the keenine ofan
aninral on ones o\\. premises by training, oral conrmand, a Ieash, fence oi otirer ohvsical
restraints; or the keeping ofan aninral offones orvn premises on a suitable lcash orihe
coufinentent of an animal in a velricle. cage or otlter enclosure.

Restraint: Anl aninral sccured by a ieash lead, unrler the co'trol of a responsible person
and obedicrt to the person conr'ra.ds. or * ithir the real propen), linrits of its orvncr.

Veterina^ Hospital: An1'establisrrr'e't nraintained a:rtl opcratcd b1 a lrcerrsetl
t'etL'rinarian tbr surge^.. diagnosis and trentr.e.t ofcliscases antl injurir"-s ofani'rals.

Vicious Animal: .Anv anintal that attacks. bites or injLrres hLrnran beings ol clonresticatetl
itninrills s ithottt adc-qtlate pror ocation. or u lrich. becaLrse of terlpa.",lint. conditioping
of training hls ktro*n to pr-opcnsity to attack, bite or injure hunran beings or
donrc'sticated rrrr in rl Is.



Wild Animals: Any living mcnrber of the animal kingdonr, including those born or
raised in captivity, except tlre follon ing: donrestic dogs (excluding hybrids *'ith rvolves.
coyotes orjackals), dourestic cats (exclrrding hybrids rvith ocelots or merges), farm
animals, rodents, any hvbrids animal that is part *ild and captive-bred species of
conrmon cage birds.

Section 3. ANIiv-IAL CONTROL OFFICER EST.ABLISHED. The office of Animal
officer is hereby established in the County of Presqr.re Isle, at the presque Isle counry
Sheriffs Office.

A. The Sheriff or Deputies shall be the Animal Control Officer, and it shall be the
duty of the Aninral Control Officer:

L To impound any dog, car or other animal eristing in r.iolation of this
ordinance;

2. To impound any dog nor dul) licensed as pror.ided by larv;
3. To impound any dog not duly inoculated as pro', ided by las;
4. To serve notice in rvriting, in person or bv telephone upon the owner of

any aninral inrpounded under the provision of this ordinance, if srLch
orlner be knorvn; and to make a reasonable e flort to ascertain the o\\'nef of
any animal so iurpounded;

5. To keep a record of the description ofeverl anintal impoundecl. rrith thc
date of irrrpoundment. uanle ofos,ner ifknosn, and disposition of santc.;

6. To housc and dispose of all inrpounderl anintals as pror.ided b;; larr ; ancl
7. To enforcc all ofthe provisions of this ordinance.

Section .I. COUNTY TRE.{SURER TO ADNIINISTER I-ICENSI\G. II shaII be thc
duty' of the Counly Treasurer to obtain the neccssary dog tags and ntake them available to
the public, according to statutL-. The fees shall be S for unsex and

lbr other. Nlarch l" it nill be S for unser and S

oth er.
A. Any person orlning. keeping. harboring or havins custod_,- of an!, dog or, er lbLrr

1.1) nronths of age uithin the nrunicipalit;r must obtain a liccnse as lrercin
provided.

B. Written application lor Iicenses, r.,.hich shall include the narne and address of
applicant, dcscription of the arrimal. the appropriate fee. and rabies cerrificate
issued by a licensed veterinarian or antirabie clinic, shall bc trrade ro rhe Count)
Treasurer of Prestlut- Isle.

C. If not rcvokc'tl, licenses lbr kc.r'ping dogs shall be tbr a ntirrinrurl oIone rear.
D. Application lor a Iicense llust bc nladc \vitltin 30 d.r;'s alter obtairrin,c a dog o\ cr

lbLrr rrrortths of aqe; this requircrncrrt rr ili not applv to a non-rcsidcnt kec.ping l,
dog u itlrin tlrc' nrLrnicipalitl fbr not longer rhan 60 (sirt-"-) clars.

E. Lic,-'nse- l'ees shall not be reclLrirc.t'l fbr ccrtilled sccing e1c dogs. herring dogs.
Govenlntcntrl polic!'dogs or othc-r certified dogs that arc trained tlr irssist tllr.
plil'sical ly handicapped.

fbr



F. Upon acceptance ofthe license application and fee the County Treasurer shall
issue a durable ta_s or identification collar, stamped ivith an itientifying number
and the year of issuance. Tags should be designed so that they may, be
conveniently fastened or riveted to the animal,s collar or hamess.

G. Dogs must wear identification tags or collars, approved by the N{ichigan
Department of Agricr.rlture, at a times *hen off thi premises of the orvnlrs,
except rvhen engaged in latvful huntins or traininq.

H. The county Treasurer shall maintain a'record of ile identifying number of all tags
issued and shall make this record available to the public at all times.

I. The licensing period sha begin on December rl'a'd sharr run for one year. A
license application may be made thirty da;-s prior to, and up to ninety days after
Decentber I 

tr-

J. Persons rvho fail to obtain a license as required rvithin the time period speciried irr
this section * ill be subjected to a fine ofS25.00.

K A d.plicate license may be obtained upon palrnent ofa s l.00 replacement rte.
L. No person nray use any ricense fbr any aninral other than that for r,"hich it *,as

issued.

Section 5. PERr\IlTS.
A. No person, partnership or corporation shall operate a commercial aninral

establislttnertt or attittrll slteltcr rvithout firir obrairring r perrnir in conrplilnce
\\'ith this section.

B. The Count)' Treasurer shall detentrine *hether all re-gulations for the issuance of
pemrits are met atld shall detenrrine rhat the requireurenls for huntane care of all
animals are i. compliance rr ith p'o''isions of this ordinance, trre zoning ortiinance
ancl other applicable Stale and Countv lan.s.

C. \\'hen a perniit applica'r has srror." n tic he is rr i ing and abre to co'pr1, rr itrr
regulations as herei:r detemrinc-d b) the corntv Treasurer, , p..',.,it shall be
issued upon pa)Tlenr of the applicable fee.

D. The pemrit period sharl begin *ith the fiscal yearandsharl ru.foroucrear.
renerval application lor pennits shall be made rl.rinv dl's prior to, errd up to sirt'
days after, the stilrt of the fiscal year. Applications for a permit to establish under
the ordinance n.lav bL. nrade at any tirne.

E lfthere is a change in or'nership ofa conrnrerciar estabrisrrnr e.t, tire ner," o*.ner
nray ha'e the clLrrei]t p!-r.it tra.st'enetr ro his nanre Lrpou pa].ment of a s I0.00
transfer fee.

F. Arrirnal perrrits shall be issLrcd upon pil\nent of thc applicable fee. 16 t5c CoLrntr
Treastrrer:
-Kennel authorized to housc. fel.er than l0 clocs or cats
-Kennel authorizL'd to ltouse tcn ol. ntor!., but ies er thun _i0
-Kc-nnel authorizc-d to house 50 or nrore dogs or cats
-Pet Shop

G. Er c'r'v lircilitv rcgulatetl bt this ortlinlnce shall be consiij!.red a seDi.lrarc r.r.lt!.nlrisc
reqLririrtg an ildir itiull pcnrrrt.

4.



H. Persons operating kennels for breeding ofdogs or cats ntay elect to license such
animals individually.

L No lee may be required ofa veterinary hospital, aninral shelter, or go!,ernnlent
operated zoological park.

J. Failure to obtain a permit before opening any facilit),covered in this secrion shall
result in a fine of 5200.00.

K. Any person rvho has a change in the category under u hich a pemtit rvas issued
sliall be subject to reclassification and readjustment of the permit fee.

Section 6. LICENSE AND PER\IIT ISSUANCE AND REVOCATION.
A. After an application is filed, the Aninral Control Officer shall inspect the facility

before issrring the pemrit. The Animal Control Officer may ret,oke any pemrit
rvhich refuses or farls to cornply rvith this ordinance, or any larv govenring the
protection and keeping o I aninrals.

B. Any person rvhose pennit or license is revoked shall, ti.ithin ten (10) ciays
thereafter, humanel.v dispose of all animals osned, kept or ltarbored. No part of
the pemrit or license fee shall be refunded-

C. It shall be a condition of the issLrance of any pennit to license that the Anirna.
Control Officer shall be pennitted to inspect all arrimals on the prerrises *here
animals are kept at any time, and the Animal Control Officer shall, it pentrission
for such inspection is retirsed, retoke the pennit or license oflhe retirsing orr nc.r.

D. If the applicant has sithheld or f'alsified any infornration on rhe application. thr-
County Treasurer sltall refrrse to issue a pemrit or license.

E. No person u ho has been conlictc-d of cruelty' to anintals shall bc issued a pemrir
or license to operate a comntercial animal establishment.

F. Anv person having bcen denied a licetrse or perntit ulav uot reappll. for a peliod
of thiny (30) da1's. Each reapplication shall be acconrpanietl bv a S10.00 (Ten)
dollar fee.

G. Licensing of dogs: Is shall be unla\\'ful lbr any person to o\\'n, possess. harbor or
have the care or charge of any, dog, ntale. female or unsexed. of the age of four (-1)

months or over, s'ithin the Count;- of Presque Isle unless such dog slrall * ear a
collar to rrhich is attached thc. Iicense tags approved b1- the law ofthe State of
Nlichigan; provided hol ever, rhat this ordinance shall not apply to any person
transporting a dog through the County, and sucl] dog being taxed at the resiclence
ofthe o* nc'r. Evcry' person in possession ofany dog, or u ho shall pemtit any dog
to rernain orl or obout his prenrisc's for a period of flve (5 ) davs or nrore shall. fbr
the purpose of this oldinance. be'decnrc-tl to be tlie orvner o1'sLrch dog.

Section 7. RESTR--\lN'f .

A. It shall bc'unlas'fLrl for the ourrc-r ol'any dog, cat or othcr aninral in the Countv of
Presque IslL- to allo\r such aninrll to stftrv bevond thc. pren]ises of such o\\ner
l[1]!'ss such aninrll is ur]d!-r such o\\ Dcr's rcasot.lllblL- control.

B. All dogs shall bc kept undel restrirint.
C. No o*'ner shall lail to erercise plopcr cilre and control of his anirlals to pre\!'nt

them tionr bcconring l public nuisancc.



D. Everv female dog or cat in heat shall be confined in a bLrilding or secure enclosure
ri.r such a manner that such lemale dog or cat cannot come into contact $ith
another except for planned, breeding.

E. E'ery vicious animal, as determined by the Animal Control Officer, shall be
confined by the orvner * ithi' a building or secure enclosure and shall be secured
nruzzled or caged u henet.er. offthe premises of its ou.ner.

F. It shall be unlar.r'f,l lor any person to own a dog, rvhich loud or lrequent or
habitual barking, yelping or horvling shall cause a serious annor.ance to the
neighborhood, or to people passing by upon the sidervalk oriir."ts'

Section 8. Il\IPOUNDilIENT AND VIOLATION NOTICE.
A. unrestrained dogs and nuisance a'inrais shall be taken by the A'imal control

officer, or any La* Enforcement officer, and impounded in an Animal Shelter
and there be conflrred in a humane nranner.

B. Inrpounded dogs and cats sha[ be kept for not ferver than rbur (4) rvorking days.
C. Ii, by license tags or other r.neans, the o*.ner of irnpoundecl anintal can be

identified, the Ani'ral co'tror officer sha imnrediatell'upon impoundme'r
notily the ouner by telephone or cerrified mail.

D. In addition to, or in lieu of, impounding an ani.ral fou.cl at large, tlie A.i'ral
Control Officer nrav issue to the kno*n ou.ner of strch animal a notice of
ordinance violation. Strch noticcs rlay impose upon the ou.ner a penaltv of
t\r'entv-five (s2-5.00) dollars that nra\., at the discretion of the anirnal o* ner. b.-
paid ro any agency designated by the licensing authority, witltin seYent\ tu.o (72)
hours in lirll satislactiotr of the nra{:istrate and upon conviction of this or-dinarice,'
the o\\1rer shall be punished as pror,ided i. Section l5 of this or.dinance.

E- The o*'ner ofa' rnrpoLLnded anir.ar nray arso be prosecLrted for r ioratio'of this
ordinance.

Section 9. ANIll.{L C.\RE.
A. r-o orvner shall r'ail to pro'ide his aninrars * itrr sr.rfficient * holesonre ard

nutritious tbod, .'.ater in sufficient quantities. proper air. shelter space and
protection rrom the * eather, !derinarv care and need to pre\.ent sufferins.

B. NO PERSON shall beat, cruellv nristrcat, torntent, overload. ovenrork. Jr
otheN ise abuse an anirrral, or cause. insligate. or penlit any dog fights,
cockfights, bLrlltights, or other courbat bet\\'een aiinrirls or bet* eerian inrals and
lrrrntans.

C. No orrner ofan aninral shall ablnclon such anirrral.
D. An1'person 

''ho. as the operator of a nrotor VelriclL-, strikes a dorrestic irnir,l]al
shlll stop at oncc. and rerrder sLrch assistlnce as nta_y trc possible ancl shall
inrnrediatelv reporr sLrch irrjrrrl rnd dr-ath to thc'anirrral-s ounc-r. In thc r-\cqt the
o\\ner cannot bc'ascerlxincd arrd locatecl. such operaror shall at once rcport lhc
incitlc'nt to the approprilte lu\\ enforcertrerrt agc-ncy. or to thr- local hunlanc
soc lcl \''



E. No person shall expose any known poisonous s.bstance, *rrether mixed rvith
food or not, so that the same shall be liable to be eaten by any animal, provided
that it shall not be unla* fur for a person to expose on his o*.rr property common
rat poisoll mixed only u, ith vegetable substance.

Section 10. CONTROL OF RABIES.
A. It shall be unlarvful for any person to o*n any dog. cat or other animal rvhich is

affected rvith rabies, or has been bitten by any other animal k'o*,n to have been
affected with rabies.

B. Any person 
'r'ho 

o*'ns any dogs, cats or other animars shall immediatelv notifv
the Sherifls office or Health Departnlent, and upon rhe denrend of anyAnimal
Control officer, Larv Enforcenent officer, or Health officer, shalr produce and
surrender such animal to such officer, rvhenever any of the follou ing corrditions
exist:

I . SLrch a.imrl has contracted 
'abies 

or is slrspc-cte<i of ha'ing cortracted
rabies.

2. Such animal s.hich is kno*'n to har.e been bitten by any other aninrals
ri.hich is knou rl to have rabies or is suspected of having rabies.

3. Such animal has bitten anv ncrson.
c. h shall be the dLrty of c-r'er1 persou. ,r hether o$ ner or rot. to report any do_\r, cat

or other animal to the Sherifls office or Health Dcpartme't, *,hene." er sucl.r
animal is kno*n or suspected to be in."olved in any of the thrce co'ditio.s
described in sLrbsecrion (b) above.

D. wher.rer.er any dog, cat or otlrer aninral is reporteti to be in'ol'ed i. an1,of the
three conditions described is sr.rbsecrion (b) above, it shall be rhe dut).ofrhe
A.imal co'trol officer. or an-u- La* Enforcement officer to seize such animal
and confine or caLrse to bc contlncd such aninral in the Anirlal Shelrer if suitable,
olivith a licensed veterinarian, for a period of at least ten ( l0) days tbr the
purpose ofascertaining rihether such animal is afflicted n.ith rabies. IfsLrch
animal is aftlicted * ith rabies, it shall bc destroyed uncler the direction of the
Animal Control Officer. If such dog is not afflicted. it may be retumed ro such
owner as hereinafter proved. [n the e\ ellt such animal is conljned under
pro'isions of this section. the owner thereofshall be liable for any fees and costs
* hich accrued fl'om such confinement, and lor licensing and vaccinatron fees if
required by anv ordinance or statutc, prior to the rctLnr of such aninlal to thc-
o\\'ller.

Section ll. KEEPING OF \\'lLD A\I}!ALS
A. No person shall shclter. exhibit, nrlrkr't. harbor, raise. brecd. rllintain o. har c in

lris or her control, anv dangeroLrs or exotic anintal.
a. Dellnitions as usecl in rh!. section:

( l). "Dangclous or c\otic auinrals" nrerns and inclrrdcs arrl s ild rlarnrrral,
reptilr'or lb\\'l not nitlurxll) tante or gi-ntle. brrt is of $ ild nittLlre or
tlisposition, and rr hich. beciruse ol its size, r'icioLts nlture or otlter
cirlractc[istics \\ oLlld !-onstitute a dangcr to l]ulnan lilt or propeny..

(2). "Aninral" ntciurs a lir.e and r ertebrrte crc-aturc. fos l. or reotile.



(3). "Exotic" means an animal, rvhich is foreign and generally not nati'e
by birth to the Counry ofpresque Isle.

(4). "Harbor" means to feeci or shelter an animal.
(5). "Wild" means an aninral u,hich generally lives in its original and

natural state and is not normally donresticated.
(6). "Market" means to buy, sell, or othenvise deai in rvild or exotic

aninrals, either whole sale or retail.

b. This section does not apply to:
(l). The keeping ofsuch anirnal in a bona fide licensecl veterinary

hospital lor treatmeut.
(2). The keeping ofsuch animar in a bona fide educational or medical

institution, ntuseum, approved commercial display, or other places
rvhere they are kept as live specimens lbr public niieo, o, fo, ihe
pLrrpose of instruction or study

Section 12. RENIO\'.A,L OF ANINI.A,I_ EXCRENTENT.
A. Any person * ho, * hile rvalking or escorting a dog on a leash, alro*,s said dog to

deposit excrentent on public or private prop".ty, o-ther than the property of thi
dog's ouner of the per-son *alking or escorling the dog on a leash,'shail
inrrnediately renrove such excrerlent.

B. An1'person or'"'ning a dog or cat, *.hether or ltol on a leash, deposits excl.ement onpublic or private property other than the propefty of t'e a'inrai's orvlrcr. sucrro* ner or his/her designate shall, upon being nrade arr.are of such fact,
in.rntediately renrove such excrement.

c Any person * ho 
'iorates section 12, (a) & (b) is responsibre for a civil infraction

Sectiou l3 
'RDIN.{N.E 

Nor pER\flssIVE. Nothing conrained in tiris ordrnance
shall.be construed to penuit or encourage o,,ning or keepirg ofany specie-s ofani'ralp'ohibited by atry other ordirrance or statute, or the or'ning, keepiug. irousing, ,,;i;.,;;,.
treating ofany animal in any manner prohibited by any otiier ordinance or statute.

Sectio' l'4 ENFORCEiIIENT. The civir and criminal provrsions of this ordinance shalrbe enforced by those perso.(s) or agencies designated by the presque Isre county Board
o f conrnr issioners. It shall bc a'iorition o I this-ordinance to rnterfere * ith an Aninrar
Control Officer in the perlorntarrce ofhis duties.

Sectiorr 15. PENAI,TIES. Llnless orhenvise provided. anv person \ rolatinq an),pro'isions of this ordinancc nray be chargcd ivith a ci.'il infracrion lbr the l.,offunse.a'd any subseqLrent r iolatio.s. ma'be dienretl guirty ofa nrrsdenlc-ilror ancr shalr be
pLrnishc'd by a fine of.or less then s25.00 doflari. and rlot nlorL. rhan s500.00 dolrars. Ifa
'iolltio' continLres. each d:r1 's 

'iorirrion sha be deenretl a scparatL- r iolatio'. I f any.
rlersorl or is fou.d gLriltl"b-"- a cou't ot'r'iorati.g Section 9 of trris ordirrl,ce, Irisr'hc-rpenllit to oNn, keep, hirrbor or har c- custodr" oianinrals shall be dc'enred autol.nxticall'
revoked arrd no tte*.p!.rnlit nltv be issLr..tl.



Section 16. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any part of this ordinance shall be held invalid,

such part shall be deemed severable and the invalidity thereofshall not affect the remaining

parts of this ordinance.

This Ordinance is adopted by action of the Presque Isle County Board of Commissioners

this 25'n day of February, 2005 and is effective June 1,2005.

, aA /^\
(-uirz",^#tlt 

"-J*t*Allan H. Brirder, Chairman
Presque Isle County Board of Commissioners

CERTIFICATION

I, Susan M. Rhode, Clerk of the County of Presque Isle, do hereby cedify that this is a true

and correct copy of the Ordinance duly adopted by the Presque Isle County Board of
Commissioners on the 25'n day ofFebruary, 2005.

,,au*r) ''-tr':.i i

-

Susan M. Rhode I

Presque Isle County Clerk

Dated: Februarv 25. 2005
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